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MEET OUR ESTATE PLANNING AND  

ADMINISTRATION  TEAM 

 At Hasselberg Grebe Snodgrass Urban & Wentworth, we strive to 

provide a full spectrum of legal services to our clients through dedicated  

teams of lawyers who concentrate their practice in specific areas of the law. 

One such team is our Estate Planning and Administration team that consists 

of James R. Grebe, David L. Wentworth II, David B. Wiest, Kyle M. Tompkins 

and Kevin O. Sheahan. Each of these attorneys use their own unique back-
grounds and experiences to provide practical solutions for our clients’ needs.  

 Our Estate Planning and Administration team handles a wide variety of 

matters within this expansive area of the law. Estate planning involves our at-

torneys getting to know clients from both a personal and financial perspective 

to help them develop an estate plan that meets their goals. Common issues 

that are addressed by our estate planners include probate avoidance, estate 

tax planning, naming executors, trustees, and agents under powers of attor-

ney and planning for the distribution of assets. Estate and trust administration 

is another significant part of our practice. We guide personal representatives, 

executors and trustees through the many issues and scenarios involved in es-

tate and trust administration by addressing the issues involved in estate and 

trust administration from the most basic to highly complex. When unresolved 

disputes arise,  our litigators are prepared to be zealous advocates for our 

clients. Our Estate Planning and Administration team can also help with busi-

ness succession planning, guardianships, powers of attorney, income tax 

preparation and elder law issues. 
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HGSUW ESTATE PLANNING AND ADMINISTRATION TEAM 

 James R. Grebe leads 

our Estate Planning and Ad-

ministration practice, with 

over 35 years of experience. 

A prominent estate planning 

lawyer, Jim has handled trusts 

and estates of all sizes and 

complexities for both planning 

and administration. He is a 

member of the Illinois State Bar Association, in-

cluding its Trust and Estates Section and the Agri-

cultural Law Section Council. He is also a member 

of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, 

the Peoria County Bar Association Substantive 

Law Committee (probate division), Illinois Bar 
Foundation Fellow, and the Estate Planning Coun-

cil of Central Illinois as well as a frequent speaker 

on estate planning and tax topics and a regular 

attendee at numerous tax and estate planning 

seminars, including the IICLE Estate Planning Short 

Course, the Notre Dame Tax and Estate Planning 

Institute and the University of Illinois Tax School. 

 David L. Wentworth II 

is an experienced trial lawyer 

who puts his expertise as a 

skillful litigator to use in re-

solving family disputes and 

other contested matters that 

arise within Estate Planning 

and Administration. He also 

currently serves as the Public 

Guardian and Administrator 

for Peoria County. Further-

more, he is involved in the community serving as a 

member of the UnityPoint Methodist Proctor 

Foundation Board since 2015.  

 David B. Wiest is a ris-

ing star in Estate Planning and 

Administration with a knack 

for problem solving. David ad-

vises his clients in relation to 

effective estate planning strate-

gies within the changing land-

scape in this field. He has as-

sisted clients in the emerging 

area of trust decanting, or 

modifying the terms of a  trust consistent with the 

settlor’s intent. He has even presented on the is-

sue of trust decanting to the Peoria County Bar 

Association as well as on a variety of other hot 

topic issues within the realm of Estate Planning 
and Administration.  

 Kyle M. Tompkins is a 

diligent and proficient Estate 

Planning and Administration 

practitioner. He often works 

with young families in setting 

up their first estate plans to 

ensure their children are taken 

care of and provided for. He 

also handles numerous small 

estate matters for the law firm 

as well as large and complex 

estates. Kyle is also an active member of the com-

munity as part of networking and professional 

groups as well as being involved with non-profit 

organizations such as the Children’s Home Asso-
ciation of Illinois and the Peoria Zoological Soci-

ety.  

 Kevin O. Sheahan is the newest member of the Estate Planning and Administration 

team. Kevin is a quick study and has assisted the team in devising creative solutions to 

complex problems facing our clients. His skills as an artful writer and his meticulous atten-

tion to detail make him a valuable part of the Estate Planning and Administration team. 

Kevin is also involved in the Peoria County Bar Association serving on the Young Lawyers 

Committee and CLE Committee.   
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 With recent changes in the law, estate 

planning has become simpler in some respects, 

especially in relation to Federal estate tax plan-

ning. The current Federal Estate Tax exemption 

amount is $11.4 million ($22.8 million for married 

couples). The Illinois Estate Tax exemption 

amount remains stagnant at $4 million, which ulti-

mately means, for Illinois residents, only estates in 

excess of $4 million may be subject to estate 

taxes. While estate taxes are still a concern that 

must be addressed in some cases, most house-

holds have other planning goals in mind, such as 

peace of mind in knowing that their wishes will be 

honored and their assets will be distributed in the 

manner they desire. 

 In particular, when a death in the family 

occurs, it can be unexpected. The survivors may 

not be equipped to handle estate matters without 

help. However, effective planning with a team of 

professional advisors, including an attorney, can 

help alleviate some of the stress involved in an 

already difficult situation. Married couples should 

strongly consider working together to choose 

their advisors that they are both comfortable 

working with. As attorneys, we are prepared to 

help our clients review or update wills and other-

wise assist individuals and couples in developing an 

estate plan if one is not already in place. We rec-

ommend that our clients consider reviewing their 

financial holdings and seek the advice of counsel 

with regard to titling assets or taking other meas-

ures to administer their assets in the way they 

wish.  

 In the unfortunate event of losing a 

spouse, there are also several steps that a surviv-

ing spouse should follow. Obtaining original death 

certificates is essential to facilitate initiating and 

settling an estate. Also, it will usually be the re-

sponsibility of a surviving spouse to administer 

their loved one’s estate as a personal representa-

tive, which usually requires gathering household 

bills, financial account statements, insurance infor-

mation and credit card statements.  Contacting 

the Social Security Administration to determine 

any eligible benefits is also an early step that can 

be taken after loss of a spouse. It is recommended 

that individuals consult with an attorney, as well as 

other advisors to determine whether any assets 

are subject to estate administration and claims of 

creditors, whether probate proceedings are nec-

essary, whether estate taxes will be due, when 

and how income tax returns need to be filed and 

how to settle the estate by satisfying any out-

standing claims and distributing the remainder 

pursuant to the estate plan in place. The more 

information and documentation provided to advi-
sors, even at an initial meeting, usually assists in 

making the proceedings more productive and 

hopefully will expedite the process to provide clo-

sure during an emotionally demanding time.  

 At Hasselberg Grebe Snodgrass Urban & 

Wentworth, our team of experienced Estate Plan-

ning and Administration lawyers are readily avail-

able to assist our clients in estate planning and 

administration matters. If you have any questions 

regarding your estate plan or the loss of a loved 

one, contact us at (309) 637-1400.  

Source: WSJ and KATHLEEN REHL, author of “Moving Forward on Your Own: A 

Financial Guidebook for Widows”.  

SMOKING AGE RAISED IN  

ILLINOIS 

 A big change is coming in Illinois on July 1, 

2019: the legal age for buying tobacco and to-

bacco products will be raised to 21. Sparked by 

the increasing trends in teen “vaping,” proponents 

of the law boast that it will reduce costs for the 

state and make schools and communities healthier 

places to live by discouraging minors from begin-

ning to smoke at an early age. Opponents on the 

other hand, had argued that the new legislation 

will ultimately hurt businesses and drive minors to 

obtain banned tobacco products through other 

means. 

 See Tobacco Page 4 

ESTATE PLANNING AND  

ADMINISTRATION  

UPDATES AND COMMENTS 
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As local students transition from class-

rooms and schoolbooks to swimming pools and 

outdoor activities, it is wise for parents and chil-

dren under the age of 17 to review curfew ordi-

nances and state driving restrictions as they plan 

summer activities. Although these safeguards are 

in effect all year, they are especially important to 

keep in mind during the active summer months. 

Section 20-71 of the City of Peoria Code 

of Ordinances, otherwise known as the City of 

Peoria Curfew Ordinance, applies to all individuals 

under the age of 17. For individuals under the age 

of 13, curfew begins at 9:00 p.m. and ends at 6:00 

a.m. the following day. For persons at least 13 

years of age, but not yet 17, curfew begins at 
11:00 p.m. on weeknights and 12:01 a.m. on Satur-

day and Sunday, ending at 6:00 a.m. the following 

day regardless of the day of the week. During cur-

few, it is unlawful for an individual under the age 

of 17 to be present at or upon any public assem-

bly, building, business, street, highway, or other 

public place.  

However, those under the age of 17 may 

be exempt from curfew restrictions in limited cir-

cumstances, including, but not limited to, in-

stances where the minor is: (1) accompanied by a 

parent, legal guardian, custodian, sibling, step-

brother or stepsister at least 18 years of age; (2) 

accompanied by an adult at least 21 years of age 

approved by a parent, guardian, or custodian; or 

(3) participating in, going to, or returning from 

employment authorized by law, a school recrea-

tional activity, or a religious event. 

In addition to applicable curfew laws, par-

ents and young drivers should also be cognizant of 

State of Illinois driving restrictions this summer. In 

2008, Illinois legislators implemented the gradu-

ated driver’s license program to help keep Illinois 

roadways safe for all motorists. As part of the 

program, drivers under the age of 18 are prohib-

ited from operating a motor vehicle between 

CURFEW AND DRIVING RESTRICTION  

REMINDERS FOR MINORS 

11:00 p.m. on Friday and 6:00 a.m. on Saturday, be-

tween 11:00 p.m. Saturday and 6:00 a.m. on Sunday, 

and between 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. Sunday 

through Thursday.  

However, similar to the Curfew Ordinance 

discussed above, the Illinois Vehicle Code provides 

certain exceptions to the minor driving restrictions. 

A licensed or permitted driver under the age of 18 

may continue to operate a vehicle during the re-

stricted times if he or she is: (1) accompanied by a 

parent, guardian, or custodian; (2) running an er-

rand at the direction of parent or guardian without 

any detour; (3) driving a motor vehicle during inter-

state travel; (4) going to or returning home from a 

place of employment without any detour; (5) in-
volved in an emergency; (6) driving to or returning 

home from an official school, religious, or other 

recreational activity supervised by adults and spon-

sored by a governmental agency, civic organization, 

or similar entity without any detour; (7) exercising 

First Amendment rights protected by the U.S. Con-

stitution; or (8) married or legally emancipated. 

If you have any questions regarding criminal 

issues, please contact Boyd O. Roberts III at (309) 

637-1400.  
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 Our firm is a proud supporter of the Peo-

ria Park District and Peoria Zoological Society. 

The Peoria Park District, the oldest and largest 

park district in Illinois, encompasses nearly 60 

square miles. The Park District promotes civic 

involvement, community health, sustainability, and 

environmental consciousness by offering access to 

its vast park system, children’s museum, zoo, na-

ture and community centers, special events, and 

recreational programs. 

 Organized in 1894, the Peoria Park Dis-

trict is currently celebrating its 125th anniversary. 

As part of the 125 year celebration, the Park Dis-

trict hosted a Progressive Dinner through its old-

est park, Glen Oak Park, on June 22, 2019, includ-
ing stops at Luthy Botanical Garden, Peoria Zoo, 

and Peoria Playhouse Children’s Museum. The fun

-filled evening concluded with a Community Con-

cert featuring Grammy nominated musicians, The 

Record Company. For more information about 

the Peoria Park District, upcoming Park District 

events, and 125th anniversary festivities, please 

visit www.peoriaparks.org. You can also check-

out the 2019 Playbook highlighting all the Peoria 

Park District has to offer at www.peoriaparks.org/

playbook, or you can pick-up a copy at the Bonnie 

Noble Center in Peoria.  

CONCUSSION PUBLIC AWARENESS 
PEORIA PARK DISTRICT 

CELEBRATES 125th ANNIVERSARY 

 

 The tobacco ban broadly applies to the 

sale of cigarettes, cigars, chewing tobacco, and 

nicotine-based products such as e-cigarettes and 

vaping materials. However, the newly passed law 

also removes penalties for underage possession of 

tobacco but retains the punishment for businesses 

selling products to minors.  

 If you have any questions about civil or 

criminal penalties resulting from a violation of  

Illinois law, contact Boyd O. Roberts III at (309) 

637-1400.  

Tobacco from Page 3 

 

 With the arrival of summer, youth sports 

and activities are in full swing. When kids are at 

play, injuries are always a risk but some can be 

more serious than others. In particular, youth 

concussions have become the center of attention 

within public health in recent years. The Illinois 

General Assembly, as well as numerous other 

states, have taken an active role to address the 

public’s concerns by passing legislation. One such 

law recently became effective.  

 Under the new Illinois law, the Depart-

ment of Public Health is required to develop, pub-

lish, and disseminate information to educate the 

public on the effects of concussions in children 

and how to look for warning signs. Additionally, 
schools are now required to provide the informa-

tional brochure developed by the Department to 

parents of children who may have sustained a 

concussion at any time. The new law is also a fur-

ther development on previously passed legislation 

requiring school boards to adopt policies con-

cerning student-athlete concussions including es-

tablishing protocols such as for return-to-play and 

ready-to-learn. Parents, and their students who 

are at risk of concussions, should be aware of the 

information available to them concerning concus-

sions. 

 If you have a question about  laws affecting 

your rights as a member of the public, please con-

tact our experienced public law attorneys, Wil-

liam P. Streeter or Kevin D. Day, at (309) 637-

1400. 
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Hasselberg Grebe Snodgrass Urban & Wentworth 

Attorneys and Counselors 

A special thanks to Kevin Day and 

Kyle Tompkins, our editors and at-

torneys, for their selection and 

preparation of the articles appearing 

in this edition of HGSUW News & 

Views.  
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Hasselberg Grebe Snodgrass Urban & Wentworth is a 12-attorney full 

service law firm with individual lawyers concentrating in particular areas of 

the law. The firm serves clients throughout the State with a focus on Central 

and Southern Illinois. Practice areas include:  Adoption Law, Administrative 

Law, Agricultural Law, Bankruptcy, Commercial Law, Corporate Law, Crimi-

nal Law, DUI/DWI, Elder Law, Estate Planning, Environmental Law, Family 

Law, Federal Taxation, Governmental Law, Insurance Law, Labor and Em-

ployment, Land Use, Litigation, Personal Injury, Planning, Probate, Real Es-

tate, Traffic Violations, Trusts and Estates, Wills, Workers’ Compensation, 

and Zoning.   

401 Main Street, Suite 1400 

Peoria, IL 61602-1258 

Telephone: (309) 637-1400 

Fax:  (309) 637-1500 

The Attorneys of our Firm: 

 

James R. Grebe 

Kenneth M. Snodgrass, Jr. 

Charles J. Urban 

David L. Wentworth II 

David B. Wiest 

William P. Streeter 

Boyd O. Roberts III 

Kevin D. Day 

Kyle M. Tompkins 

Joe Y. Pishghadamian 

Kevin O. Sheahan 

 

Michael R. Hasselberg, 

          Of Counsel 

Find us on the web 

at: www.hgsuw.com 

NOTICE:  IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE:  Under regulations issued by the U.S. Treasury, 

to the extent that tax advice is contained in this newsletter, you are advised that such tax 
advice is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used by you, or any party to whom 

this correspondence is shown, for the purpose of avoiding penalties under the Internal Reve-
nue Code, or promoting, marketing or recommending the tax advice addressed herein to any 
other party. 


